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new Mauser rifles and four automatics which they had looted
from our soldiers.
" It is always like that with the Ethiopian," said
Ras Kassa to me. " In the grip of his natural instincts
he loots and even murders, but his Christian con-
science always forces him to admit his guilt and offer
himself for punishment. You have just seen a case in
point."
To our left were the steep rocks of Magdala, in whose
fortress the Emperor Theodore took refuge from the British.
The low mountains and undulating hills from which the
British bombarded the fort with their artillery lay in front
of us. They were the first Europeans to enter Ethiopia
under arms since the Portuguese came in the sixteenth
century to help the Ethiopians against Islam, It was a
sight which had never been seen before : the British columns
with their artillery and cavalry in perfect order surrounded
by the disorder of the Ethiopians.
I remembered the words of the Dedjazmatch Wolde
Emanuel as we were hiding in the cave at Aia. " I was
at the other battle of Adowa : I was wounded there. But
what a difference ! In those days there were only rifles
and very little artillery. We could do anything we liked
with the Italians then. But now . . ."
We left Magdala on Tuesday, earlier than we had
expected : the Emperor had been informed that the people
of the district were planning to surround and attack us.
It may have been true. As we left, volleys of rifle fire opened
on all sides.
From our shouting and disorderly column men fell dead
and cruelly wounded. Some of the Emperor's servants
were killed at his side. The Emperor sent his Guard up
to Magdala where most of the firing was coming from. We
continued our march, burning the houses and compounds
of our enemies as we went.
Hundreds of houses were now burning round the great
fortress mountain of Magdala and our road was covered
by the bodies of the dead, the fresh dead and the dead long
since. It was with difficulty, so terrible was the stench of
decomposition, that I saved myself from being sick. These
conditions continued for several kilometres and it was only
after hours of trudging along that the passage to the south

